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Crisis Nursery to Recognize Local Leaders Supporting Child Welfare 

The Board of Directors of the Mini O’Beirne Crisis Nursery are 

presenting five awards at its 30th Birthday Celebration Saturday, May 4.  The 

awards recognize inspirational leadership by individuals who have 

supported the needs of children, like those cared for at the Crisis Nursery.  

The event is to mark the opening of the Crisis Nursery in 1989 and to raise 

funds for the capital needs of the facility.  It will be held at the Dove Center, 

619 E. Mason St., Springfield. 

The Advocate Award is being presented to Dr. Careyana Brenham, 

professor of family and community medicine at Southern Illinois University 

School of Medicine and director of its residency training program.  Over the 

last 13 years, Brenham has cared for hundreds of patients referred by the 

Illinois Department of Children and Family Services and always is on call to 

the local emergency rooms for child abuse cases.  She is one of very few 

physicians certified to perform child sexual abuse exams in the state and the 

only one in the region.  She currently serves as an expert witness in both 

Federal and State court on child sexual abuse cases. 

The Founder Award will be presented to Dave Chesko, one of the original 

people who worked with Mini O’Beirne on starting the nursery that now bears her 

name.  While working at the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 

and then Sangamon State University, Chesko had come to realize that many 

children were in foster care simply due to their family’s poverty or as a result of 

mental or physical health issues rather than deliberate mistreatment.  Mini had 

worked with him and reached out to brainstorm names for an advisory 

committee.  The group they organized spent years working to get the nursery 

opened.  He held two terms as board president for the Crisis Nursery (1992-94). 
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The Business Award is being presented to Carl P. Rudin, for being “at the heart of a multigenerational 

business in Springfield that puts its care for the community into action.”  He has been the owner of Rudin 

Printing Company since 1989, when he purchased it from his father, Carl R. Rudin.  He began his relationship 

with the Crisis Nursery in the early 1990s by volunteering in the evenings, taking care of children.  He served 

many years on the board, was board president (2001-02) and still works on a Bingo team for the Nursery one 

Friday every month.  Rudin Printing regularly donates and discounts printing for the Nursery. 

The Group Volunteer Award will go to Firefighters Local 37 who began their commitment to the Crisis 

Nursery in 2006 and have continued it annually for twelve years.  Through their Twelve Days of Christmas 

program, this firefighters’ union, with 200-plus members, has donated thousands of dollars and in-kind gifts 

to the Nursery.  Each December, firefighters arrive in their firetruck at the Nursery to the great delight of the 

children who all get to crawl into the truck, wear a helmet and spend time with real live heroes.  The 

firefighters bring pizza into the Nursery, spend time with the children and present the staff with a donation. 

The Philanthropists Award is being presented to Dr. Regina Kovach and Dr. David Steward, who have 

committed $100,000 for the capital needs of the Nursery’s facility.  The donation has been made to the 

Community Foundation for the Land of Lincoln while the Nursery board decides how to move forward with 

its facility need.  Kovach has served on the Crisis Nursery board, as chair of the Nursery’s Personnel 

Committee for ten years and previously as board president (2011-12).  But this couple has made a collective 

commitment to the Nursery, with many hours of volunteering, committee work and supporting numerous 

special events.  The two physicians have served the Springfield community for a combined total of 65 years 

as faculty members at Southern Illinois University School of Medicine. 

Marinda “Mini” O’Beirne, along with local public officials and community leaders, started the Crisis 

Nursery.  Before the Crisis Nursery opened on May 15, 1989, Mini died of cancer and it was named in her 

honor.  Joe and Karen O’Beirne are co-chairs of the Honorary Committee for the 30th birthday celebration. 

The Crisis Nursery first opened at 423 N. 7th St. before moving to its current home at 1011 N. 7th St. 

in Springfield.  In 2001, the Crisis Nursery underwent renovations and expansions that it is now outgrowing.  

A board task force, chaired by board member William Holland, is working with an architect to determine if 

the crisis nursery will expand the current location, move to a new location or build a new nursery. 

 The mission of the Crisis Nursery is to prevent child abuse and neglect by providing free emergency 

care for children who may be at risk or whose parents are experiencing a medical, parental or home crisis.  In 

the past year the nursery provided more than 7,100 hours of urgent or emergency childcare to nearly 1,700 

children who were at risk of abuse or neglect.  The annual budget for the Mini O’Beirne Crisis Nursery is 

approximately $450,000, which is funded by donations, grants and fundraisers, the largest of which is the 

annual Children’s Holiday Store. 

 Open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, the Mini O’Beirne Crisis Nursery is governed by a volunteer 
community board of directors.  As a not-for-profit (501c3) social service agency, there is no charge for the 
care of children or support given to the parents.  The executive director is Tamara Doyle. 


